Biology 11:  Formal Laboratory Reports

[bookmark: _GoBack]This is how all of your Biology 11 formal labs should be set up.  In all lab reports, it is important to pay attention to detail (e.g. accurate spelling) and to be very neat (type it, if needed).  

Your name                                  Biology 11 Block ____                                     Date

Lab #:  Lab Title

Purpose:
What are you studying and why?  Observation made about something in nature.  Why does it happen?  Description of “the problem.”  Most often the lab instructions in this course already has a purpose written for you.  If this is the case, write that sentence. 

Hypothesis: A guess or prediction about what will happen or what is occurring in nature.  (Proposed solution to the problem mentioned in the purpose). “It is predicted that….”

Procedure:
The detailed step-by-step summary of what you did in the experiment.  What you did to test the hypothesis to try to prove it is true.  Here, you can reference the lab handout or page number in the textbook if it is not a lab you created (e.g.  “As described in [insert title of lab]”).

Results:
Graphs, figures, calculations, tables and labeled biological drawings will occur in this section of the lab report.  Please refer to previous handout, “Rules for Biological Drawings” for detailed information on how to set up a drawing.  Figures and drawings should be done in pencil on unlined white paper.  

Conclusions:
Answer all questions outlined in the lab.
Restate and discuss your results.  Answer the question: Why?  Was your hypothesis proven or refuted?  How do you know?  Explain.
List all inconsistencies and potential errors that may have occurred.  
Suggest improvements if you were to do the lab again.
